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his first chance call in 1845 till his death. In 1858 he was able to
claim that the collection built up in the last thirteen years, amounting
to 30,000 volumes, was more than double the size of any then
existing in the United States. When he died in 1869 this figure had
been increased to probably 100,000. But in more recent times the
activity of American libraries and private collectors has naturally
made it impossible to continue securing rare Americana except
occasionally. Great numbers of modern American publications come
in by copyright as bearing alternative London imprints; and a large
selection of others is purchased in the same way as other foreign
books.

Americana have figured little in the chief bequests and gifts; but
from Grenville came the series of illustrations by John White, made
on the spot in 1585 and used to illustrate Harlot's Virginia. These
are now in the Print Room. In recent years proposals were put out
for their publication, but the public response was inadequate.

Stevens himself compiled the following catalogues:

American Books, 1856;
American Maps, 1859;
Canadian Books, 1859;

Mexican and other Spanish-American Books, 1866.
The set was issued in one volume in 1*866.

17. NEWSPAPERS
Nearly all the British newspapers of the earliest period, from 1619
to 1641, which are preserved in the Museum, are to be found in the
Burney Collection. This was bought in 1818 with Dr. Charles
Burney's MS. and printed classics, and was, it seems, not prized as
it is today, being described in the report of the Select Committee of
the Commons which led to the purchase as simply a "collection of
early newspapers, filling 700 volumes, more ample than any in
existence.'*
Apart from some isolated news-quartos dating from 1603, which
Burney wrongly treated and bound up as newspapers, the Collection
begins with the News from Holland of 1619, and there are several
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